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Conservation Partnerships:
T he N ature Conservancy and Public Agencies

Mark Island (above) in Casco Bay and the South Lubec Sand
Bar in eastern Washington County (right) were the subjects of
a recent cooperative land protection project between The
Nature Conservancy and the Land for Maine’s Future Board.

Recent Cooperative Effort
with State Highlights
Conservancy’s Critical Role
in Public Land Protection
hose familiar with T h e Nature
Conservancy know that one of
the ways we m ost cost-effectiv ely
achieve our mission is through work
ing closely with state and federal gov
ernments, leveraging public land pro
tection funds to purchase ecologically
critical sites. Often we negotiate land
purchases on behalf of the govern
ment, as was the case with the 40,000acre “N ahm akanta” purchase com 
pleted by the Land for M aine’s Future
Board in the fall of 1990.
W e also use our own funds to pur
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chase priority lands for eventual trans
fer to government ownership, in cases
w here p u blic m an agem en t is m ost
appropriate for the given parcel of land.
In these cases, we transfer the land at our
cost to the public agency, and frequently
absorb many o f the associated expens
es. (T h e chart on page 2 lists statistics
about the lands we have worked with
governments to protect statewide; in
addition, this issue’s Director’s Column
discusses our role in government land
protection in more detail.)
T h e State of M aine’s recent purchase

of Mark Island in Casco Bay and the
Conservancy’s simultaneous donation
of the South Lubec Sand Bar to the
State illustrate one way we work with
governm ents. In early May o f this
year, th e sta te ’s Land for M a in e’s
Future Program (established in 1987
through a $35 million bond issue to
purchase lands of scenic, recreation
al, and ecological importance) obli
gated funds to purchase Mark Island.
In 1990, T h e Nature Conservancy

Continued on page 3

TH E D IR E C T O R ’S C O LU M N
by
Kent W.
Wommack

Cooperation to Save
the Nature of Maine
he Nature Conservancy has long rec
ognized that preserving Maine’s best
natural areas is not a job we can accom
plish alone. Indeed, our only hope for
stemming the loss of endangered species
habitat is to work cooperatively with inter
ested landowners and other conservation
partners, both public and private.
T h e Maine Chapter now owns and
manages 86 nature preserves statewide,
part o f the largest private system of
nature preserves in the world. But over
the last three decades we have also
helped conservation partners protect
69 additional sites, from small coastal
islands to vast stretches o f the Great
N orth Woods.
M ore often than not, our partners
have been state agencies: the Land For
M aine’s Future Board, Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Bureau of
Public Lands, and Bureau o f Parks and
Recreation. But we have also extended
a helping hand to local land trusts, gar
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den clubs, towns, and federal agencies to
protect lands of mutual concern.
In many cooperative projects, the
Conservancy volunteers its tim e and
expertise in negotiating a land purchase
on behalf of another agency, which then
purchases the property directly from the
landowner. In other cases, when the
interested agency does not have money
im m ediately available for a priority
acquisition, we will buy the land our
selves, then hold it until the cooperat
ing agency is able to repurchase it.
By negotiating cost-effective bargain
sales and donations on behalf of public
agencies, we have helped save taxpay
ers nearly $9 million on conservation
purchases in M aine (and several hun
dred million dollars nationwide).
It is the Conservancy’s policy to trans
fer lands purchased on behalf of other
agencies “at cost”. For example, land
which is donated to the Conservancy for
transfer to another agency is generally
passed along for free. In cases where we
“pre-acquire” land in Maine, the recip
ient agency is charged only our direct
expenses upon transfer. (Direct expens
es include fees for legal services, sur
veys, etc., but not staff time, which is
often considerable.)
In many cases, however, the M aine

C hapter has further subsidized these
acquisitions in order to help stretch
scarce public dollars. T h e two projects
highlighted in this newsletter are a good
case in point.
Several years ago, when Mark Island
and the South Lubec Sand Bar were
put on the market, the Department of
Inland Fisheries and W ildlife (IF W )
didn’t have the funding to purchase
them, even though both were consid
ered protection priorities. The landown
ers were delighted to sell to a conser
v a tio n agency, b u t c o u ld n ’t w ait
indefinitely for public funding to appear.
Rather than risk losing these natural
areas, we agreed to purchase the sites,
and to begin raising private money to
help pay for them through our Maine
Legacy campaign.
Thus, thanks to the generosity of our
members and a grant from the N ation
al Fish and W ildlife Foundation, we
were recently able to donate the South
Lubec Sand Bar to the State in co n 
ju n c tio n w ith its purchase o f M ark
Island. This will ensure that the Lubec
property is properly managed, not only
for the tens of thousands of migrating
shorebirds which depend on it, but also
for the local clamdiggers, fishermen,
and other people who need access to
the shore.
Conservancy members cannot pre
serve M aine’s best natural lands alone;
and, due to limited resources, neither
can public agencies. By working togeth
er, however, we just might succeed.

Cooperative land protection projects with partner organizations, both public and
private, are an important part of The Nature Conservancy’s efforts to preserve Maine’s natural
diversity and finest lands. As illustrated in the chart below, through this type of partnership the Maine
Chapter has helped establish numerous wildlife management areas, state parks, and local recreational lands open to
the public, and has saved agencies over $9 million in land purchases.
Partner
Agency

Number
of Parcels

Cost to
Agency

Acreage

at time of transfer

F ed era l

27

2 0 ,1 2 3

$ 8 ,6 9 3 ,6 7 5

$ 1 1 ,0 6 0 ,4 5 6

S ta te

32

5 1 ,8 4 6

$ 2 0 ,8 5 6 ,2 6 2

$ 2 4 ,7 8 3 ,8 3 5

L o ca l

8

602

P riv a te

23

1 ,8 2 3

$ 3 7 5 ,0 0 0

$ 3 ,0 1 6 ,1 0 0

TO TAL

90

7 4 ,3 9 4

$ 2 9 ,9 2 4 ,9 3 7

$ 3 9 ,2 3 5 ,3 9 1

Savings to Partner Agencies..... . $9,310,454
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Value

$ 3 6 5 ,0 0 0

Mark Island/South
Lubec Sand Bar
Continued, from page 1
had arranged the purchase of this property
by one o f its m em bers w ith the understanding that funding for a conservation
purchase o f the island would be arranged
within two years. As part of this transaction,
the M aine Chapter donated to the State
the South Lubec Sand Bar in W ashington
County.
These two properties, of primary impor
tance to nesting wading birds and migrat
ing shorebirds respectively, had been pro
tection priorities for the Maine Department
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. T h e chap
ter had arranged their protection with the
hope th a t ow nership and m anagem ent
would eventually fall to this agency. W ith
the defeat of two consecutive land acquisi
tion bond issues in 1990 and 1991, howev
er, funding sources remained uncertain.
Early this year, an acquisition proposal
was presented to the LM FB for the pur
chase o f M ark Island. R ecognizing the
resource value of Mark Island and impressed
with the “m atch” offered in the Conser
vancy’s donation o f the South Lubec Sand
Bar, the LM FB agreed to fund the purchase.
W hen these projects were announced pub
licly, the LM FB received more public com
ments supporting these transactions than it
had received for any other purchase.

The South Lubec
Sand Bar, located at
the eastern edge o f Washington County, is consid
ered a critical component
o f one o f Maine’s most
important shorebird staging areas.
The property, a mile-long sand and
gravel spit running parallel to the
shore, protects extensive mudflats
that host tens o f thousands o f
migrating shorebirds in the late
summer and early fall.
The Nature Conservancy
purchased the property for $40,000
from a Connecticut couple who at
one time were planning to use the
property as a trailer park. This
purchase protects the sand bar itself,
associated saltmarshes that separate
it from the shore, and, perhaps most
important, the wide, nutrient-rich
mud flats exposed during low tides.

The South Lubec flats are one link
in a hemisphere-long chain o f
wetlands considered critical for
migrating shorebirds. During
migration, thousands o f semipalmated sandpipers, semi-palmated
plovers, black-bellied plovers, ruddy
tumstones, sanderlings and other
species congregate on the mud flats
to feast on insects, worms and other
invertebrates. Without the m udflats’
bounty o f food and the opportunity
to rest undisturbed on the uplands,
the shorebirds would not have
enough energy to complete their
migrations, which can total more
than 4,000 miles for some species.

Upland section of the South Lubec Sand Bar.

Mark Island

Great blue heron.

is located four miles
due east o f Bailey Island at the eastern
edge o f Casco Bay. During the spring
and summer months, its trees are filled
with black-crowned night herons, great
blue herons, and snowy egrets. In fact,
Mark Island is the northernmost nesting
site for the snowy egret in the northeast
ern United States. Common eiders,
herring gulls, and greater black-backed
gulls also nest on Mark Island’s rocky
shore.
In 1989, the Maine Chapter learned
that the island was being marketed by a

West German firm and that a
New York City buyer was
negotiating for its purchase to
build a summer home there. In
response to this news, The
Nature Conservancy — with the
critical assistance o f one o f its
members— acted quickly. The
member agreed to purchase the
island if the chapter negotiated the
purchase and promised to arrange
the repurchase o f the island by a
conservation agency within two
years.
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The
Protection of
Mount
Agamenticus
Continues
The Conservancy and
Land for Maine’s
Future Board Protect
500 Additional Acres
or close to three years, T h e Nature
C o n se rv a n c y and th e L and for
M aine’s Future Board have been work
ing to protect Mount Agamenticus, a
rem arkable n atu ral area in
southern York County. In the
fall of 1990, the Conservancy
and L M F B announced th a t
three key parcels, encompass
ing over 475 acres, had been
protected for conservation and
recreational uses. (Please refer
to the February, 1991 issue of
Maine Legacy.) Since then, a
fourth tract was added to the
project.
Now the chapter is pleased
to inform our members that we
have negotiated the purchase
of a fifth parcel, the largest one
to date. This parcel includes
more th an 5 0 0 acres in the
tow ns o f York and S o u th
Berwick and abuts other prop
erties previously acquired by
the LM FB as well as a 200-acre
tract owned by the Town of
York. W h en the LM FB co n 
cludes the purchase (following
com pletion of the final survey
and title work), the Conservancy-LM FB partnership will
have protected close to 1,000
acres at M ount Agamenticus.

F
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Mount Agamenticus consists of three
peaks located at the center of one of
the largest areas of undeveloped forest
land in southern Maine. Its unusual eco
logical features, including occurrences
of four rare plants and the endangered
Blanding’s turtle, brought it to the atten
tion of the Conservancy as a potential
protection priority many years ago.

The summit of Mount Agamenticus.

In addition, for nearly two decades,
concerned citizens in the region have
been working to protect the mountain
from development. T h eir work led to
T he Town of York’s purchase of the sum
mit in the early 1970s. U n til passage of
the 1987 legislation and bond
referendum that created and
funded the LM FB, however,
difficult title questions and an
absence o f funding had pre
vented further progress toward
the protection of this invalu
able natural area.
Proposed to the LM FB as
an acq u isition p ro ject by a
c o a litio n o f lo ca l citizen s,
Mount Agamenticus received
the highest ranking of all prop
e rtie s proposed for L M F B
acquisition, receiving 196 of
200 possible points. Given the
ecological importance of the
area, the Maine Chapter was
pleased to help bring the pro
posal to fruition by serving as
lead negotiator for the Board.
T h e Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
will manage the M ount Aga
menticus conservation area to
balance protection of its nat
ural features with appropriate
recreational uses.

Several tree species considered
rare in Maine are found at
Mount Atgamenticus.

Chapter Receives
Memorial
Trade Land Gift
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I ’ve a shooting'box in Scotland,
I ’ve a chateau in Touraine,

A

forty-eight acre tract of land in the
western M aine town of Sweden
has been donated to the M aine Chap
ter as a trade land by Zane A . Thom p
son, a longtime Chapter member. Trade
lands, in C onservancy parlance, are
lands with no unusual ecological sig
nificance which are donated to the C on
servancy with the understanding that
they will be sold— and the proceeds
used— to protect the state’s most sig
nificant natural areas.
Wishing to support the chapter’s work
while at the same time acknowledging
his family’s connection to this land, Mr.
Thompson of Roque Bluffs made this
unrestricted gift in honor of his parents,
Charles E. and A lta A . Thompson of
Bridgton. Since many of Mr. Thom p
son’s ancestors came from the Waterboro/Newfield area, we hope to be able
to use the proceeds from the sale of this
property as the Thompson family’s con
tribution to the protection of the Waterboro Barrens, the centerpiece of the
chapter’s current M aine Legacy capital
campaign.
T h e M aine Chapter is most grateful
to Zane Thom pson for this exception
ally generous expression of support.

For more information about The Nature
Conservancy’s Trade Lands program,
please clip the coupon below and mail it
to the Maine Chapter office.
Sv-
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m o r e in f o r m a t io n
a b o u t T h e N a tu r e
C o n s e r v a n c y ’s tr a d e la n d
p ro g ra m o r w o u ld lik e to
d is cu ss t h e p o t e n t i a l g ift o f a
p a r tic u la r t r a c t o f la n d as a
tra d e la n d .

Name
Address

Daytime
phone

______________________
____________________

J«i..

I ’ve a silly little chalet,
In the Interlaken Valley,
I’ve a hacienda in Spain, __

Trade Lands:
A Critical
Source of Support

I’ve a bungalow at Simla,
I’ve an island east o f M aine ........
— C

A w a re h o u s e in P o r t l a n d ...
A s u m m e r co tta ge in C a m d e n ...
A h a c ie n d a in S p a i n ...
A sh o o tin g -b o x in S c o t la n d ...
V '

hese properties have little or no
ecological importance. Yet they
could he vital contributions to T he
Nature Conservancy’s land preser
vation program. T h e Conservancy
can and does accept gifts of real estate
without significant natural values so
it can sell the land and use the pro
ceeds to purchase lands with signif
icant natural values. These properties
are called “trade lands.”
Over the past several years, trade
lands donated by individuals and cor
porations to the Maine Chapter have
been sold — with restrictions when
appropriate — to produce critical
dollars for the chapter’s acquisition of
outstanding natural lands.
T h e proceeds from these trade
lands are used directly for the pur
chase o f M aine’s most critical and
spectacular habitats— island seabird
colonies, bald eagle nesting areas,
old-growth forests, peatlands, and
more.
Trade lands donated to the Maine
Chapter can be located either with
in the state or elsewhere. (O ne per
son even donated a villa in Spain to
the Conservancy!) T h e land may be
developed or undeveloped— resi
d en tial, com m ercial or industrial
property.
If an undeveloped parcel is offered
to the chapter as a trade land, it is
thoroughly exam ined by C onser-
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“I’ve a Shooting'Box
in Scotland”
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vancy staff and by an independent
ecological expert to check whether
any ecologically significant attributes
exist. If they do, the property can be
accepted as a preserve, or other pro
tective arrangements can be made
prior to sale by the Conservancy.
Aside from the satisfaction of aid
ing conservation in Maine, trade land
gifts provide donors w ith several
important financial benefits.
T h e value of the contributed prop
erty is usually tax-deductible— just
as with a gift of ecologically signifi
cant land. Furthermore, gifts of real
estate eliminate property tax liabili
ty as well as land-holding and mar
keting problems, avoid capital gains
tax liability, and provide other attrac
tive financial advantages.
A ll donors of trade lands become
Honorary Life Members of the C o n 
servancy and receive a handsome
certificate as a token of our appreci
ation. In general, proceeds from the
sale of a trade land may be earmarked
by the donor for a particular project
or
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S T E W A R D S H I P
Dedicated Volunteers
are the Mainstay of
Conservancy Preserve
Management

O

n Monday morning, with a cup of
coffee for the road, th e M aine
C h ap ter’s stewardship director, Julie
Henderson, gets in her truck and drives
for two hours to Stonington. There she
meets volunteers Ralph and Leideke
Hagopian who take her on a tour of the
M aine Chapter’s island preserves they
are caretaking for the summer. W ith
the ocean breeze as one of their guiding
forces, Leideke and Ralph, former school
teachers who have retired to M aine,
tell Julie they’re happy they can con
tribute to preserving the Maine coast by
being preserve stewards for the Maine
Chapter o f T h e Nature Conservancy.
Later in the week, Julie may be flying
into Big Reed Forest Reserve with hunt
ing and fishing guide Dave Youland,
who offers guided fishing trips to Big
Reed Pond.
Julie says it helps her to do her job if
she knows exactly what motivates vol
unteer stewards. W hile Ralph and Lei
deke are motivated by their love of the
M aine coast, Dave likes knowing that
Big Reed Pond and the forest around it
are protected. By sharing a day with
them in their environment, Julie can
reinforce their objectives and find out
what materials they may need, as well
as learn what has happened on the land
since she’s last visited them.

$
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Right:
Wreck Island
Below right:
Maine Chapter
Director o f
Science and
Stewardship Julie
Henderson
(right) with
Trustee Carol
Wishcamper.

W ith sh ort
summers and 87
preserves spread over the state of
Maine, Julie says she tries to visit the
stewards at each preserve at least
once every three years.
Otherwise, she is in touch through
the mail or by phone. “I rely on them
for firsthand information,” she says.
“W h en a hurricane hit one of our
islands, a lobsterman who watches
over the preserve called up to tell
me how the buildings had fared and
what shape our dock was in.”
Family ties to the land seem to
engender the strongest commitment
to stewardship, Julie says. Margaretta
Thurlow’s family has lived on Fem ald’s
N eck in Megunticook Lake for several
generations. “She takes her volunteer
responsibilities very seriously.”
The forested peninsula has a 10-mem
ber stewardship co m m ittee. E arlier
members raised money, bought the land,
and donated the preserve to T h e Nature
Conservancy. Over refreshments on the
front porch of one
v olu n teer’s 20 0 year-old Fem ald’s
N eck farmhouse,
M argaretta tells
Ju lie how she
d id n ’t w an t to
post “n o sw im 
m in g ” signs —

Preserve Steward
Ralph Hagopian
fulfilling one o f his
less-glamorous
responsibilities at
Wreck Island
Preserve.

after all, for generations, family and
friends had gone swimming there. But
it has become too popular a spot, park
ing is a problem, and there have been
letters to the Conservancy about local
students skinny dipping.
Julie has a special fondness for Nature
Conservancy volunteer G ene Ernest, a
retired woodsman. Gene is a short, burly
man who knows his way around the
woods, says Julie. Having grown up in
Maine, he moved to Alaska a couple of
decades ago to look for work.
“Last summer we advertised to hire
somebody to mark boundaries on our
forested preserves,” Julie says. “G ene
came back to M aine and answered the
ad as a volunteer, meaning we didn’t
have to pay anyone. You know what
convinced me he was the right person
for us? He wrote in a letter to me, ‘I left
Maine 20 years ago, but my heart has
always stayed.’ ”
“W ith dedicated volunteers like our
stewards in M aine,” Julie says, “I know
our land is in good hands.”
— by Deborah Brinkman, journalist

Maine’s Bald Eagles Flourish
on Conservancy Lands

W

hile bald eagles are having an “average”
year statewide, they are doing quite well
on Conservancy preserves this year. Fifteen of the
chapter’s 17 bald eagle nest sites were active; of
these, 12 nests have produced 18 young, for an
average of 1.5 young per successful pair! A t least
five of these eagle pairs had to build new nests
this year, having lost their previous nests to win
ter storms.
Eagles typically have
more than one nest site
within their territory. W e
are happy to w elcom e
back eagles to Bradbury
Island and Coggins Head;
these eagles have for the
past several years nested
at a lte rn a te site s n o t
owned by the Conservan
cy. T h e chapter’s goal is to
protect the full territory of
each eagle pair nesting on
one of our preserves.

A bov e: Placentia Island Preserve, F ren chm an ’s
Bay, on e o f 1 7 bald eagle nesting sites under
C on servan cy m anagem ent.
L eft: Bald eagle chicks.

Maine Chapter Welcomes Summer Staff
he M aine C hap ter is pleased to
report that the following people
have joined our staff for the summer:
Our 1992 Damariscove Island Caretaker/Naturalists are Scott Ringgold
and Holly Christoferson. S c o tt and
Holly recently graduated from Williams
College with degrees in Environmental
Studies. Each brings a broad variety of
ex p e rien ce to D am ariscove Island,

T

including scientific research and teach
ing. They especially enjoy teaching oth
ers about the island’s special features.
You may have noticed Barbara Charry pictured in earlier newsletters. Hav
ing regularly volunteered for the Maine
Chapter this past winter, Barbara is now
officially on the staff as Plover/Tern
Warden at Morse Mountain/Seawall
Beach. Barbara was well prepared for

Damariscove
Island.

the position, having coordinated Maine
Audubon’s plover/tem protection pro
je c t last spring. Sh e has also worked
with other Audubon societies, the U . S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, and Vermont
State Parks.
Jeff Wells is the chapter’s Steward
ship Field Representative at the Kennebunk Plains. Jeff has been monitor
ing nesting birds on the plains for the
Conservancy for eight years. T his year
he has a new title and expanded respon
sibilities for site management activities,
including visitor contact, sign posting
and m aintenance.
W e are especially glad to welcome
back Sara Stockwell and Ron Tucker,
who have made our jobs much easier
by returning for another year. Sara con
tinues to oversee activities at Douglas
Mountain Preserve while Ron keeps
facilities at Great Wass Island Preserve
in top-notch condition.
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Capital Campaign Enters Backstretch:
Less Than $900,000 To Go
h e M aine Legacy C ap ital C am 
paign has passed the $2.7 m illion
mark, approximately three-quarters of
the way toward its $3.5 m illion goal.
T he campaign still must raise more than
$750,000, or about $62,000 per month,
to reach its goal by June 30, 1993.
Alm ost $ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0 has been added to
the campaign as a result of recent deci
sions by the U . S. Fish and W ildlife
Service and the Land for Maine’s Future
Board. In May, the U S F W S was able to
pay the chapter most of its remaining
unreimbursed costs o f acquiring Sunkhaze Meadows, a 9,337-acre peatland
th at was subsequently transferred to
the U S F W S . T h e chapter’s efforts on
this project helped make it possible for
Sunkhaze Meadows, just northeast of
Bangor, to becom e M a in e ’s new est
N ational Wildlife Refuge. (See August,
1988 Maine Legacy.)
A s related in this issue’s cover story,
the LM FB recently decided to acquire
Mark Island (on w hich the C on ser
vancy had obtained an option) to per
manently protect its outstanding habi
tat for colonial nesting birds. Because
the LM FB decision both achieved a

T

Great Duck Island Light.
Through the Maine Legacy capital
campaign, the Maine Chapter is working
to obtain a management lease from the
l/.S. Coast Guard on a six-acre inholding
on Great Duck that includes the historic
lighthouse and several other buildings.

key M aine Legacy campaign goal and
relieved the chapter of a $ 9 0 ,000 pur
chase obligation, $90,000 was credited
to the campaign.
T h ese welcome governm ent deci
sions are the last ones expected to aug
m en t th e M ain e Legacy cam paign.
From here on, the chapter will be rely
ing exclusively on the private sector.
T h e campaign also received almost
$ 7 0 ,000 in proceeds from the sale of
two trade land gifts.
Fund-raising efforts over the remain
der of 1992 are expected to focus on
grant proposals to foundations and cor
porations, several of which are already
outstanding, and solicitations of indi
viduals believed to have the ability —
and earnestly hoped to have the in cli
nation — to make gifts of $ 1 ,0 0 0 or
more to the M aine Legacy campaign.
Many of these requests have already
been made. Campaign director Morfit
suggested that if anyone feels he or she
should have received such a request,
but has not, sincere apologies may be
ob tain ed (and co rre ctiv e measures
taken) by calling Mason or Bill McCue,
collect, at (2 07) 729-5181.

Down East Magazine Environmental Award
to Bill Townsend
own E ast M agazin e h o n o re d
C lin ton B. (“Bill”) Townsend of
C a n a a n w ith its 1 9 9 2 D ow n E ast
E n v ir o n m e n ta l A w ard th is year,
acknow ledging his 30-plus years of
unflagging work for en v iron m en tal
protection in Maine. A former Maine
Chapter board chairman, Mr. Townsend
has also served on num erous o th er
environ m en tal organization boards,
and has provided critical leadership
on such projects as the creation of the
A llagash W ilderness W aterway and

D
Bill Townsend (center) talks with
Executive Director Kent Wommack and
Trustee Carol Wishcamper during the
reception honoring him with the Sol
Feinstein Environmental Award last fall.
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the restoration of A tlan tic salmon to
New England rivers.
In 1967, Bill Townsend donated Indi
an and Fowl Meadow Islands Preserve
on the Kennebec River to T h e Nature
Conservancy. He has few peers as a ded
icated environmentalist, and is widely
known and respected for his tireless
efforts. As Down East magazine stated
in the article announcing his award,
“Bill Townsend [is] Maine’s conservation
hero—not just of this year or even of this
decade, but of his generation.”

Panamanian
Perambulations
or ten days in late February and early
March, 13 intrepid M aine Chapter
trustees, members, and staff undertook
a fact-finding expedition to Panama,
one of three Latin Am erican countries
where the M aine Chapter is providing
financial support to private conservation
organizations through its $3.5 million
Maine Legacy campaign.
Crisscrossing this narrow continen
tal crossroads by small plane, jeep, dugout
canoe, and muddy boots, the M aine
Chapter delegation observed firsthand
several of the conservation projects being
undertaken by its partner organization,
A N C O N . W e returned impressed both
by the number, scale, and severity of the
threats to Panama’s incredible natural
diversity (e.g., over 9 0 0 bird species,
more than in the U. S. and Canada com
bined; 12,000 species of plants and trees,
of which ten percent are endemic; over
60 percent of its tropical forest habitat
already lost, with 100,000 acres of vir
gin forest being cut each year) and by the
very impressive work being done by
A N C O N to reduce these threats.
Among the A N C O N projects visit
ed was one of two receiving direct assis
tance from the Maine Chapter, Isla Bastimentos Marine Park. Encompassing
3 5 ,000 acres o f forested islands, man
groves and coral reefs off the northwest
(C a rib b e a n ) c o a st, P a n a m a ’s only
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marine park was designed and desig
nated with the assistance o f A N C O N ,
which is now also providing most of the
on-the-ground-and-water management.
Following our departure, A N C O N
announced two m ajor new ach iev e
m en ts. Largely throu gh A N C O N ’s
intervention, Isla da Coiba, a large island
off the Pacific coast used as a “Devil’s
Island” penal colony during the N orie
ga regim e, was added to P an am a’s
national park system. Shortly thereafter,
A N C O N joined T h e Nature Conser
vancy and the U . S. and Panamanian
governments in effecting Panama’s first
“d eb t-fo r-n atu re” swap. U n d er this
agreement, the U . S. Agency for Inter
national Development will match $2
m illion to be raised by A N C O N and
the Conservancy w ith $8 m illion in
government funds; this combined $10
million will be used to purchase at least

The Maine Chapter Expeditionary
Force, with Panamanian and indigenous
Kuna guides, gathers at the Continental
Divide. To the north, the native tropical
forests have been largely protected by the
Kuna people, with assistance from
A N C O N and The Nature Conser
vancy; to the south, smoke from fires
used to clear the land for cattle ranching
reminds one o f the atmosphere in the Los
Angeles Basin.
$30 m illion in Panam anian debt; in
turn, this $30 million will be translat
ed into bonds generating $2.5 million
per year for the protection of Panama’s
national parks.
T h e leverage on our investment in
AN CO N has proved to be extraordinary
... almost as extraordinary as the “ener
gy leverage” achieved by some bird
species while en route from Latin Amer
ica and the Caribbean back to Maine in
the spring: according to one recent cal
culation, if a car could be designed that
was as energy-efficient as a migrating
warbler, it would get about 7 2 0 ,0 0 0
miles to the gallon.

Juan Carlos Navarro, executive director
o f the Conservancy’s Panamanian
partner organization, A N C O N ,
presents a photograph o f Isla Bastimentos
Marine Park to Maine Chapter Trustee
Carol Wishcamper and staff member
Mason Morfit. Moments before, the
Maine Chapter Expeditionary Force had
presented A N C O N with a check for
$100,000 in support o f their Isla
Bastimentos and Amistad National Park
conservation projects.
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Volunteer Plover/Tem
Wardens Needed

D

Piping plover chick.

Prescribed Bum
Volunteer Training
Session
he M aine C hap ter is looking to
recruit a Prescribed Burn Volun
teer Crew to assist chapter staff in imple
menting fire management plans for the
Kennebunk Plains. T h e volunteer crew
will actively take part in the site prepa

T

Wish List
T h e Chapter offices are looking for
a donation of the following items.
If you have any items you wish to
donate, please call Suzanne Drew at
(207) 729-5181.
• IBM and IBM -com patible
computers

o you enjoy working with people
and have 4 or more summer week
end days to contribute to the protec
tion of endangered piping plovers and
least terns at Seawall Beach in Phippsburg? W e are looking for volunteers to
m onitor these nesting birds and edu
cate the public about their needs. If you
are interested, please contact Barbara
Charry for a written job description at
the chapter office, (207) 729-5181.

ration , im plem en tation , and
post-bu rn “m op-up” o f c o n 
trolled fires on C onservancy
managed lands. Volunteers must
be physically fit (able to run 1.5
m iles in under 14 m in u tes),
available several weekend days
per year during April and O cto
ber, and willing to attend the
upcoming training session in
September.
T h e fall training session will tenta
tively take place on Saturday, Septem 
b er 19, 1 9 9 2 in K e n n e b u n k . It is
planned to begin at 8:00 a.m. and last
until late afternoon. Topics to be cov
ered include fire equipm ent use and
safety, bum crew responsibilities, con 
ducting the prescribed bum , and fire
suppression. There will be several hand
outs covering additional topics. Also,
time and weather permitting, we hope

Thank you to the following volun
teers for their help during the May 16
Seawall Beach work day:
Bob Proctor
Gene Proctor
Ron Proctor
Rod Cart
Joan Cart

Sue Blood
Elaine Lorenz
Jim Osborne
Iver McLeod

In four hours they staked and twined
the beach front and both the Morse
River and Sprague River ends, put up
one piping plover enclosure, and count
ed six active nests so far.

During a prescribed burn at the
Kennebunk Plains Preserve last fall.

to conduct a small training bum at the
Kennebunk Plains.
If you are interested and can serious
ly com m it yourself to the Prescribed
Bum Volunteer Crew, please contact
Kyle Stockwell at the chapter office at
729-5181.

• folding chairs
• wooden or metal desks
• desk chairs
• carpets: runners, remnants and
throw rugs
• desk lamps

Douglas
Mountain
Workday

• workspace tables
• weed whacker for Damariscove
Island
• medium size refrigerator for our
new office

Thank You ...
... to Bill and Judy Adam for their
donation of four life preservers for
Damariscove Island and a person
al computer for the chapter office.
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Thank you to all
volunteers, including
Norman Durrell,
Owen Staples, and
Karen Kennedy who
worked to dean up
Douglas Mountain
on May 16. Volun
teers removed
several trees that had blown down across trails and picked up trash. We are grateful for
their help in maintaining this very popular preserve.

New Trustee Nominations, Fiscal 1992-93:
he following slate of officers has
b e e n n o m in a te d for o n e -y e a r
appointments to the Board of Trustees
of T h e Nature Conservancy’s M aine
Chapter:

T

Chairperson: Charles Micoleau
Vice Chairperson: Dr. Ray B. Owen
Vice Chairperson: Jean M. Deighan
Vice Chairperson: Donald F. Mairs
Secretary: W eston Bonney
Treasurer: Joh n Lincoln
T h e following Tmstees will stand for
re-election for three-year appointments:

W e are
Grateful for...
Gifts in memory of the following
individuals have been received by the
Maine Chapter:
Keith C. Coombs
J.B. Coullard
Raymond S. Day
William Drury
Orville J. Edes
Axel Forshund
Homer & Eva Grafton
Robert H. Grafton
Frederick W. King, II
Winifred June Lundholm
Mr. & Mrs. A.R. MacMahon
John Sparks
Patricia Blake Thomas
Elizabeth Crenshaw Working

Donald F. Mairs
Charles Micoleau
Dr. Ray B. Owen
Robert Piampiano
Carol A . Wishcamper will stand for
re-election for a one-year appointment
to the Board of Tmstees.
T h e following individual has been
nominated and will stand for election for
a three-year appointment as a Trustee of
T h e N a tu re C o n se rv a n c y ’s M ain e
Chapter:
A n n E lizabeth Bass (H am p d en ).
Coastal and W ater Resources Planner,

N ew Life M em bers

Any gift of $1,000 or more to the
Maine Chapter Land Preservation Fund
provides a life membership for the donor
and spouse in The Nature Conservancy.
All such gifts furnish a long-term source
of support to help save land here in
Maine.
We are pleased to welcome as new life
members:
James Dow & Mary Whiting
Jonathan Eno
Richard W. Freeman, Jr.
Samuel B. Knight
Bodine Lamont
Dr. Philip J. O’Connor
Dr. & Mrs. Charles W. Pierce
M a tch in g G ift C o m p an ies

Arco Foundation
Digital Equipment Company
Exxon Corporation

Penobscot Valley C ouncil of G overn
ments. Previously worked with Greater
P ortlan d C o u n cil of G o v e rn m e n ts’
Coastal Zone Management Planning
Department; conducted environm en
tal studies courses and research pro
grams in marine pollution at Bowdoin
College; and served on committees of
the G u lf of M aine Aquarium and the
Natural Resources Council of Maine.
Degrees: Middlebury College (B .A .),
State University of New York at Stony
Brook (M .S.), and University of South
ern M aine (M .A . - Public Policy).
Trustee elections will take place at
the M aine Chapter’s Annual M eeting
on August 1, 1992 at the M aine Mar
itime Museum in Bath, Maine.

General Electric Company
John Hancock Charitable Trust
J.P. Morgan & Company
New England Telephone
F o u n d atio n Support

We are grateful for the support of
the following foundations:
Arete Foundation
Alan C. Bemis Charitable Trust
William Bingham, II, Betterment
Fund
Fore River Foundation
The David Rockefeller Fund
C o rp o rate Support

Consumers Water Supply
O th e r O rgan ization al Support

Penobscot County Conservation
Association
Penobscot Valley Chapter of Maine
Audubon Society

| Slow the
| Pace of Summer
| with

J M aine Forever
I
I

(

(

T ) etw een now and O c t. 2, 1 9 9 2 , receiv e $ 2 .0 0 o ff th e origin al p rice ( $ 1 7 .9 5 ) o f M aine Forever, second
l D ed itio n . E n jo y exp lorin g th is easy-to-use guide w h ich includes history, maps, and special features to
m ore th a n 6 0 M a in e C h a p te r preserves.

Make checks payable to The Nature Conservancy ($15.95 per copy plus $2.00 shipping. Maine residents add 6% sales tax of $.96)
and mail to Maine Forever, Maine Chapter, The Nature Conservancy, Fort Andross, 14 Maine St., Suite 401, Brunswick, Maine
04011.

|
>
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Maine Legacy
Published four times per year by the Maine
Chapter of T he Nature Conservancy, 122
Main Street, P.O. Box 338, Topsham, Maine
04086; telephone (207) 729-5181. Submis
sions of articles, illustrations and photographs
are welcome.
Subscriptions to this newsletter are available
to members. Membership dues are as follows:
Life, $1,000 (one-time); Conservator, $100;
Supporting, $50; Contributor, $35; Donor,
$25. More than 13,000 households currently
support the Conservancy’s work in Maine.

TRUSTEES
Officers: Charles Micoleau, Chair, Portland;
William W . Alcorn, V ice-chair, Biddeford;
Donald F. Mairs, V ice-chair, Belgrade;
John Lincoln, T reasu rer, South Freeport;
Weston Bonney, Secretary, Portland.

he M ain e C h a p te r
w ill h old its 1992
A n n u a l M e e tin g Field
Trips and Annual Meeting
on Saturday, August 1 on
the grounds of the Maine
Maritime Museum. Enjoy
th e beauty o f th e M errymeeting Bay region on
any of nine field trips dur
ing the day. T h en join us at the museum on the shores of the Kennebec River for
our Annual Meeting, a delicious dinner, and inspiring words about the Conservancy,
conservation, and the region’s waters and wildlife. W e have a hundred Nature C on 
servancy members signed on so far, and we’re hoping you’ll join us, too. Please refer
to your Spring newsletter, or contact Kathy Sylvester at the Conservancy office (207729-5181) for registration information.

O n June 1, 1992, T h e Nature Conservancy
M aine C hapter took up new residence at 14
M aine S tre e t, Fort A ndross, S u ite 4 0 1 , in
Brunswick. Our phone (207-729-5181) and Fax
numbers (2 0 7 -7 2 9 -4 1 1 8 ) have remained the
same.
Our most sincere thanks to Peter W ellin and
W aterfront Maine, owners of Fort Andross, for
their commitment to conservation and the C on
servancy and for making the move to our new
office space possible.
Special thanks to those who made our move
so successful, including N orth Star Com m uni
ca tio n s in Falm ou th , Favreau ’s E le ctric in
Brunswick, and Philip Kempf of Chores and
More of Bath.

Trustees: Kenneth S. Axelson, Rockland;
William D. Blair, Jr., Vinalhaven; Michaela
Colquhoun, Castine; George F. Eaton 11,
Bangor; William E. Haggett, Bath; Jane
Holt de Frees, Rumford; Jean M. Deighan,
Bangor; Horace A. Hildreth, Jr., Portland;
Sherry Huber, Falmouth; Dr. Ray B. Owen,
Jr., Orono; Robert J. Piampiano, Portland;
Ala H. Reid, York Harbor; Maurine P.
Rothschild, Dark Harbor; Dr. C. Tattersall
Smith, South Berwick; Dr. Nathaniel
Thoreau Wheelwright, Brunswick;
Carol A. Wishcamper, Freeport.
Charter Honorary Trustee: Edward
T . Richardson, Jr., South Portland.

STAFF
Executive Director, Kent Wommack; Vice
President and Director, Capital Campaign,
J. Mason Morfit; Director o f Conservation
Planning, Barbara St. John Vickery; Director
o f Science and Stewardship, Julie Henderson;
Director o f Land Protection, Jim Dow; Director
o f Development, William A. McCue; Director
o f Finance and Administration, Suzanne
Drew; Land Protection Specialist, Roberta Jor
dan; Communications Coordinator, Johanna
Thomas; Science and Stewardship Assistant,
Kyle Stockwell; Administrative Assistant,
Stewardship, Jeanne Desjardins; Membership
Coordinator, Barbara Clark; Administrative
Assistant, Development, Joan Acord;
Administrative Secretary/Bookkeeper, Donna
Poseno; Administrative Assistant, Land
Protection, Carrie Higgins; Secretary/
Receptionist, Kathy Sylvester; Blagden
Preserve Caretakers, Etheleen and Paul
Hamblen.
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